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earthly affection, and most of all for inordinate love and
fleshly affection, if their friends are parted from them, they
will cry and roar and wring their hands as if they had no
wits or senses, and yet know they well that they are
displeasing God.

And, if a man counsel them to leave or cease their
weeping and crying, they will say that they cannot; they
loved their friend so much, and he was so gentle and so
kind to them, that they may in no way forget him. How
much more might they weep, cry, and roar, if their most
beloved friends were with violence taken in their sight
and with all manner of reproof, brought before the judge,
wrongfully condemned to death, and especially so spiteful
a death as Our Merciful Lord suffered for our sake.
How would they suffer it? No doubt they would both cry
35a and roar and avenge themselves if they might, or else
men would say they were no friends.

Alas! Alas! for sorrow that the death of a creature,
who hath often sinned and trespassed against their
Maker, shall be so immeasurably mourned and sorrowed.
And it is an offence to God, and a hindrance to the souls
beside them.

And the compassionate death of Our Saviour by which
we are all restored to life, is not kept in mind by us
unworthy and unkind wretches, nor do we support Our
Lord's own secretaries whom He hath endued with love,
but rather detract and hinder them as much as we may.
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